Fruit Happens:
What the fruitful life is all about

(Gal. 5:22; Jn. 15:1-17)

What is the target or strategy for the life you always wanted? 

What would be the catchy modifier in front of the word life? 
The Fruitful Life – it seems that fruit just comes along with the Spirit (Gal. 5:22)
The “works”-filled life of effort, expectations and disappointment makes an utter mess of our lives and the lives of those we infect (Gal. 5:19-21)
Original Design → “Be fruitful” (Gen. 1:28)

- enjoying fruit by obedience and dependence (Gen. 2:16) and not the fruit of disobedience and independence (Gen. 2:17)
-instead of fruitful, man became fallen (Gen. 3:6, 7; Hosea 9:16)
Christ’s Mission → to make people free of the terminal sickness of their falleness to be fruitful. (Rom. 7:4; Jn. 15:8; Col. 1:6, 10)

-the distinctive of the real (Matt. 7:16-20; 12:33; 21:43; 3:10; Jn. 15:2)

- fruitful because of Christ alone
Conflict (Gal. 5:17) → We are attracted more to the flesh than the fruit. 

· Sinful nature – carries forth its strategy by “works” of the flesh

· The Spirit → Graciously gives fruit

We know we are not only to prefer the fruit, but to keep getting more fruitful (Jn. 15:8).
Compromise →  to meet the pressure we try harder by flesh to belong to Christ, the Giver of 
                               fruit. 
· try to copy Christian conduct from the outside (acting) hoping to convert the flesh by putting it under the law (Gal. 5:18). 
· cut loose from any law including loving God and neighbours by giving full throttle to our desires (Ga. 5:13); denying that our flesh can harm our heart. 

Result → the Christian life is one big frustration 


freeSpirit living of the Fruitful Life is God’s goal for you …!
You need a way to kill the sinful nature with its passions and desires or it will kill you (Gal. 5:24).
Christ has slain the beast (Gal. 2:20) but it keeps flailing as it receives encouragement from us (Gal. 5:13). 
Crucifixion is a slow death so settle in for the long haul. 

Fruitfulness is the goal … (Jn. 15:1-17)
1. You must finally face your own personal futility (Jn. 15:4) – you must belong to Christ.
2. You must decide to fully trust in God and rely only on Christ 

– you must make your life about Christ and complete faith in him. 


- you can’t make fruit; you can only carry it forth (15:1, 4).

- Jesus awakens stronger desires for God things. 

3. You should expect good wood to be pruned and dead wood to be cut off so you can have 
      room to really bloom (15:2) 

- you want the painlessness of good enough; Jesus wants much fruit.

- no true Christian is fruitless.
4. Jesus’ word is the holy juice that flows Spirit-life-bearing force into you (15:7; Ezek 36:26, 27).

- you can only be spiritually alive as you thirst for the flow of God’s word. 


- thirsting looks like obeying (10) and obeying is the way we are loving God (9) and 
experiencing the joy (11) of remaining in Him and willing to love others (12) and be 
witnesses (27) of His reality.
5. None of this will get off of the ground without praying in Jesus’ name (15:7).
“If you remain (endorsed) and you are welcoming my word (informed) and from that asking, the Father will be glorified and you will experience the Fruitful Life”

6. Then act upon the commands of God’s word from the power of the Spirit and not in the flesh 
      and give thanks to God (15:16, 17).
Fruitful people will not lose the battle to the desires of the sinful nature. 

Christ makes fruit happen; the Spirit’s fruit will pop out of your life! 

