In The Dark No More

(Luke 2:1-20)

Living in Darkness
· A growing fuzziness with respect to the scope of God's influence and what powers are really in play.
· Don't understand who Jesus is and how he matters in a high-tech world.

· Struggle to believe that anything is absolutely true.

To Shine on those...

Q - If God is so powerful, where is He in all this craziness?
1. Although all the big names and powers are giving orders, God is getting His plans done. (Luke 2:1-7; Prov. 19:21; 21:1; Isa 48:1-8; Heb.1:14; 1John 4:4; cf. John 12:31; Rom 8:31-39)

· Humans, Angels, demons, death

· God orchestrates the affairs of his universe with the precision of His stated purposes and decrees mostly in an understated manner and minimal obvious interference.

- Highest levels of this world serve God's purposes without knowing it (Isa 45:1 f)

- Most miss the grand things God is doing because they happen in fields, caves, 
mangers, little churches and prayer closets in tiny towns.

Step out into the day Christian with confidence in your heart, the God over all has got you covered.
Q - If Jesus is such a big deal why doesn't He make a more spectacular splash on today's world?
2.    Jesus isn't looking for groupies; He is looking to grace people who long for His good news (Luke 2:8-12, 14)
· The plan of God for man is not more splash, spectacular, selfish, rock star arrogance, merely more news...
· Jesus offers people good news of peace because of grace, the Saviour to rescue us from our spiritual deadness, the promised Ruler (Anointed One) to lead is away from darkness, and the Lord of glory to bless our obedience.

In terms of what really matters and is of lasting value, Jesus is the biggest thing in the universe.
Q - What leader ever keeps his/her word?

3.    The story of Christmas is scripted in every detail according to the promises God made in his word (Luke 2:12-20; cf. 1:2, 6, 45, 55; 2:15, 17, 20, 22, 23, 24, 29).

· If you act on what God says, all that God claims will be found to be just as He says it is.
· If you could settle on ordinary obedience, an extraordinary thing will happen to you.

God tells the truth; he has recorded his word to us—the truth will set you free; in darkness no more.
