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Facing Organized Conspiracy
(Neh. 4:7-23)

When things get really nasty …

Discouragement ices over enthusiasm

· Judah is going down! (4:10; Gen. 49:8-10)

· “Jews who lived near them” (4:12) – always those who seem to have the ear of the loyal opposition. 

“if you are prone to discouragement, you can’t run the risk of spending a lot of your time with people who traffic in discouraging information” (Swindoll)
· Half time let down

· Removing rubbish

· You are the slaves

· What can go wrong, does

· No end of opposition

Ridicule regularly backfires but hard core threats can take their toll … Organize a counter plan …

1. Reorganize actions to address the vulnerable areas (13)
-back to the basics – what’s really at risk 

“lowest parts” 

“people in families”

2. Reset the vision upon Christ and not the cracks (14). 
“so much rubble” – Remember the Lord!

Cracked pots are God’s preferred décor! (2 Cor. 4:7)

Our minds are not renewed by revisiting the rubble but by sacrificially serving the Saviour; we don’t define ourselves by where we have come from but by who we presently are in Christ – daily being transformed by the washing of God’s Word. 
(Rom. 12:1-2)

3. Rebalance so your mission is wholistic – spiritual/practical (15). 

Building spiritual temples will never be a passive enterprise – it’s a divine/human cooperative. 

It’s not all warfare; it’s not no warfare!

4. Rally regularly to a place of praise (20)

“wherever you hear the trumpet, join us there!”

Solidarity of cause, community comfort in crisis, and revisiting collective truth lifts wilted hearts. 

Our God will fight for us!

5. Refuse to quit the cause (21f). 
-“from the first light of dawn till the stars come out”

After rallying press the refresh button and serve and support each other. 
We will fight for our families together to have Christian distinctiveness and strong barricades against wickedness – worshipers, workmen, warriors – that’s who we are. 
