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What we are supposed to be witnessing...

The Lord Jesus Christ building His Church, pushing back the strongholds of Hell with a “more than conqueror” army. (Matt 16:18; Rom 8:37)

What we are mostly witnessing in our part of the world.
The church barely holding its size; trading people back and forth who are suffering much defeat.

 (Rev 3:1-3, 17)

What would be, if God chose to visit us with Holy Spirit revival and if His word was having the intended effect?...(revival won't come unless)…
1. In brokenness we own our sin (9:1-3).

"...confessed their sins."
The measure of a church's readiness for revival is her urgency about sin.

"Marks of revival" (T. Keller, "Center Church")

· Recovery of true gospel from legalism/reckless freedom

· Anointed corporate worship

· Some sort of church growth

· True repentance; not just emotional frothiness

God desires truth in the inner most being (Psm 51:6).
God will not hear the one harboring sin (Psm 66:18).
Sin will separate you from God (Gen 3:8).
Sin will destroy your human relationships (Gen 4:7).
Symptoms of something wrong (sin)...

· lack of desire for God

· lots of hassles with the good people in your life (2 Cor 6:12; 7:2)
· doubts about God (Jas.1:6; 2 Tim.1:7,8)
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 Jn. 1:9)
"The sin God never forgives is the sin we will not confess. That is why revival does not come." (Redpath)

The difference between lost people and saved people is lost people protect their pride; saved people face their failure. 

2. We have the good sense to recognize God's grace and greatness (9:4-5f).
"...stand up and praise the Lord your God."
He is...
And...
But...
Yet...

3. We take radical action against any and every activity or relationship that leads to disloyalty. (9:2, 36-37; 2 Cor 6:14f) 


“... separated themselves from all foreigners.”
We are slaves when we were rescued to be free. (9:36; Rom 6:16-18, 22)

Sin enslaves, and godless associations can steal much of your heart. (Lev 20:26; Rom 6:20; 1 Kg 11:1-3; 
2 Cor 6:14f)

You will never experience all of God until he has all of you. (Jas 4:8) You can't sin and give your all to God too.

The price of personal revival is this...

(if broad enough community revival will occur)

· public sin; public confession*
· person to person sin; person to person confession*
· sin against God alone; confession to God alone

(*all sin is against God. Psm 51:4)

4. We recommit ourselves to willing obedience of Christ's commands. (9:38f)


..."Worshiping the Lord their God" through the real repentance of "a binding agreement". 
(9:3, 38)

This is your part in the gospel - Christ calls you to faith; you answer that call with trusting obedience. 
(Matt 28:19, 20; Jn 14:15)
This is our act of love - covenant renewal (10:29) - eliminating the possibility that our repentance is just "frothy emotionalism".
YOUR REVIVAL TURNING POINT…

What's your sin?


Are you done with it? Confessed?

Who's stealing your heart from Christ?

Are you ready to give all of you to God?

How's your praise?


What's in the way and making an awkward silence between you and Christ?

Are you ready for revival?


Do you have another love stealing the life you could have in Christ?
Are you ready to make a commitment?


Are you ALL IN?
