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God’s Word is presented (1-12) and God’s people respond (13-18). 

There is a straight line relationship between strength, joy, and taking God’s word seriously. 

Our unique identity…

- to be firmly loyal to God’s Word


- to be fixed upon Christ worship


- to be radically separated and distinct from the world system. 

The shaping of our identity must be forged by the hearing and doing of God’s Word (cf. Jas. 1:22).
1. God’s community is to be built on the “foundation articles of the faith” not on men’s ideas (8:1 cf. 2 Tim. 3:15 – 17). 

God has spoken!!

“Emotional fuel” must give way to “authentic fuel” for truly great God things to happen (Swindoll)

Not everything there is to know is revealed in Scripture (1 Cor. 13:12; Rom. 11:33 – 34) but all we need to know to obtain eternal life and to live to the glory of God is within the confines of Scripture. 
(2 Tim. 3: 15-17) 

Non-conformity to the world’s values happens as the mind is renewed by the transforming work of God’s word. (Rom. 12:2; 1 Thes. 2:13) 

By the specific revelation of God is the man or woman sufficiently instructed in the belief and praxis that meet all the obligations and requirements of God (cf. Psm. 19). 

“Jesus subjects the whole world to the apostles through whom alone it should be and might be enlightened” and not allowed to drift into the darkness. 
(Luther, cf. Matt. 16:18-20; Eph. 2:19:20; 1 Pet. 2:5; Isa 8:20) 

Methods, strategies, styles, therapies, patterns, traditions, visions, miracles have no claim to authority or belief unless they have specific warrant in God’s word. (cf. Mk. 7:7-8; Col. 2:8)

So …
2. The Scriptures are for everyone who has understanding to understand. (8:2, 7, 8; cf. Dt. 4:6; 6:6f; Is. 8:19f)

God wants to be understood.

Where biblical illiteracy is tolerated, there can be no significant movement towards God expected. (Packer)

3. God’s truth should not be confined to the place of formal worship only.

(8:3; Dt. 6:7f; Prov. 1:20f; 8:1f)
God wants to be known in the public square.

4. The Scriptures are not the focus of worship, God is (8:6). 

God wants to be worshiped accurately.

-stood up


-praised the LORD


-lifted their hands


-expressed Amens


-bowed down and worshiped the LORD

And those who really belong to Christ respond …

5. True understanding may bring temporary grief but grief will always give way to joy. 

(8:9-12; cf. Dt. 16:15; Psm. 96; 99; Isa. 35)

Relationship takes off with understanding and in the company of God, is unbridled joy. 

We understand God – Sunday celebration!

6. Spreading the truth of God is family business not just that of the trained leaders (8:13; cf. 1 Tim. 4:7-8). 
We make Scripture the guiding principle of Christian life … from big group explanation to small group application

“as it is written” (8:15)

Cultural biases to overcome (Packer)…

-Bible specifics are not trustworthy.

-The Bible is primarily ethical not theological.

-A little knowledge is enough to get you by. 

Our strength comes from our joy in the LORD (8:10); our joy comes from knowing and understanding God’s words to us (8:12) and very great joy comes from applying what is written (8:17) and from very great joy comes very great strength. 
