Be Greedy for God’s Glory
(Neh. 5:1-19)

WHAT YOU ARE DOING IS NOT RIGHT!
Shouldn’t you walk in the fear of our God…to avoid the reproach of (those outside of faith)?

1. There is no point building a semblance of distinctiveness to the outside world if on the inside our treatment of one another is no different from the outside (F. Tillapaugh). 

(5:1-8) “A great outcry…”


A great adventure with God can come to a grinding halt through the mismanagement of each 
other.

It is hard to engage in advancing a community dream when you’re on the edge of financial ruin.
It is not right to miss the markers of hardship within the community of faith. 

2. The well-being of our brothers must always be a priority over our own prosperity (5:10-13).

“Give back…”

The hardship time of the poor among us can be a greater time of testing for the rich …


Will it be opportunism or service…


…impoverishing further or improving? 


Usury – gaining from the hardship of another brother.

Poverty within the body of faith is not a class problem, it’s a community problem. A solution 
always benefits the whole community and not just the economically depressed (Tollefson).

Extreme times demand extreme care – this was not a time for lending, but a time for giving 
(Kidner).
It is not right to make a business opportunity out of the plight of poorer people. 

3. Our place of privilege and plenty, while to a certain extent maybe “earned”, it is really awarded by grace – how we handle our money betrays our grasp of that truth (5:14-19). 

“I did not act like that…”


For what purpose of God that is beyond me, do I have this place, position, possession, perk and 
privilege? (14-16)

There will always be economic inequities, - we’re not commanded to socialism – but those given 
much should find giving much normal. (17-18; Lk. 12:48; 1 Jn. 3:17)
It is not right to accumulate more than enough while your brother barely makes it. 

