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"Jesus’ Family Portrait: Just a List of Names or Promise of Real Life Change?"

(Matt 1:1-17)
What do you believe you really need in your life? 

The gospel of Matthew presents…JESUS: 

Messiah 

Son of David

Son of Abraham 

“New Beginnings”:

Jesus Messiah: 

The time of God’s Messiah- set apart to bring salvation, to establish the Kingdom of God by rescuing people from the counter kingdom of wickedness. 

A New and Better Eternal King (2 Sam. 7:13) 

Son of David: 

End result of failure kings is exile! 

From exile came a vacant throne!

A Universal International, Blessed Hope (Gen 12:3)

Son of Abraham: 

· 3 grand patriarchs 

· Judah singled out

· Women/Gentiles 

Grace is not handed down. 

God’s providence cannot be manipulated by human foibles.
Glaring need of humanity when all the names are listed – CHANGE

· Broken

· Exiled

· Kingless

· Captives to sin 

Jesus is born – Could He be it? 

Prophetically “Fitting the Bill” 
Birth:     Seed of woman (Gen. 3:15) 

Born of a virgin (Isaiah: 7:14) 

Lineage: Descendant of Shem (Gen. 9:26) 


Particular seed of Abraham (Gen 12:3, 22:18) 


Tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:10) 


Physical descendant of David (2Sam. 7:7, 12-16) 


Legal hair to David’s throne (Isaiah 9:2) 

Time: 483 years (69x7) from Artaxerxe’s decree 458 BC (Dan. 9:25), (sometime when Matthew was between 25-35)
Place: Bethlehem (Mic 5:2) 
The problem of Jeconiah (Matt. 1:12; cf. Jer. 22:30)
Solution: “fathered” 40x until Joseph 


 “of Mary of whom (fem.) was born (passive) Jesus” (1:16) 


Mary: daughter of Abraham, David but not Jeconiah (cf. Lk 3)
…who is called Christ (Messiah), legal heir through Joseph; physical descendant through Mary 

Message: 

· Jesus international pedigree and royal lineage makes him God’s perfect global solution 

· God works through very rough people and questionable parentage his salvation wonders to perform 
· God is faithful to his promises and not dependent on human faithfulness

· Neither power, position, or pedigree overcomes the propensity to wickedness- and therefore the great need of rescue 

· The salvation of Messiah reaches all

· Christ alone is the determining factor for salvation in the universe 

· Jesus alone ties humanity to the covenant blessing promised to Abraham’s seed

