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No Shortcuts to True Devotion

(Matt. 6: 1-18)

In your spiritual life, do you mean business with God or are you looking for the praise of people? 

Is your righteousness real or an act? 

When you go public with your religion beware of the temptation … to be seen to be holy by others and to trade future rewards from God for temporary accolades of people. 

3 areas of discipleship in danger…

1. When you give to the needy…

· Be sure you are loving and not acting (hypocrites) 

· Be certain that your motive is God’s glory and not your own 

· Choose anonymity, not to hide how little you have given, but rather, so you won’t be noticed at all 

Our wealth presents us with enormous responsibility and opportunity—the needy are at the centre of God’s take-over strategy for the universe (1 Cor. 1:26-29). 

The Father SEES what is done in secret, not what is done for personal honour, and will reward. 

2. When you pray…

· Do not sell out something all about God to become something all about you. God will not accept using time graciously given to undistracted intimacy for personal ambition. 

· Do not think you can manipulate God by mindlessly repeating the same mantra

· Know that God hears prayers that ask Him for what He already knows you need. In provision, pardon and protection, it’s about calling on God for a change in you and your situation according to His will. 

· Real believers pay their own forgiveness forward or they forfeit their forgiveness. 

3. When you fast…

· Keep your act of discipline between you and the Lord or you negate its value—fasting is to deny yourself, not extol yourself. 

· Fasting disciplines you to say no to your addictions (self being primary) and yes to God. Our addictions determine our affections. 

In the matter of righteous action we are to operate from gratitude and for God’s glory and not to abuse disciplines to erect monuments to our own significance. 

If there are rewards for those kinds of things, Jesus wants to reserve the right to award them. Don’t settle for cheap human knock-offs. 

