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Will Your House Handle A Storm? 

(Matt. 7:24-27) 

Self-deception is the deadly enemy of authentic salvation.

So insidious Jesus ends his Sermon on the Mount on a very somber note…

“It fell with a great crash” (7:22). 

Not addressed to classic enemies but rather, serious fans—those who choose to hear God’s Word (7:27). 

Closing Call → New Testament commentary on the Decalogue by Jesus (Matt. 5-7). 

MAKE SURE YOU ARE REAL

· Don’t make superficial judgment based on outward appearances—look deeper (15-20). 

· Not everybody who say they are, are (21-23). 

· Being satisfied with resting on the blessings is fatal (24-27). 

Today: To those who like the blessing of listening to biblical teaching…to those building a “house”…

When the storm comes will it stand or will it fall with a great crash? 

To the homebuilder: people connected to Christianity, building a life…
Either wise or foolish based on the way you approach the following realities…

(choices and eventual circumstances) 

Choices → sand, foundation, rock 

Circumstances → rain, flood, wind 

How are you building your house? 

· Houses look the same—same raw material; listen to God’s Word 

· Same options/choices available—foundation, rock exists

· Built in the same place near the same water hazard

· Same circumstances eventually occur—rain, flood, wind

· Only difference is foundation on the rock versus no foundation on sand 

· One crashes and one stands—very serious stuff 

You are foolish if…

· You are building your life thinking you don’t need a foundation—thinking there is no absolute truth in spite of what you hear in the church 

· You are building your life thinking any foundation will do—thinking the shifting sand of political correctness is best (Boice)
· You are in a hurry and settle for low cost, low commitment, convenience—taking every shortcut, bypassing the best building materials of spiritual disciplines for cheap religious side shows (21-33) 

· You find yourself resenting preaching and teaching from the Sermon on the Mount that urges godly workmanship building inspector examination—“this is too grim; it is grim” (M. L. Jones) 

· You hear building advice but you forget it or intentionally choose to ignore it—believing you can get it built easier your way

· You select the comfort of the blessings homebuilder classes bring but “Jesus in small doses” only (Carson)—not only no foundation, but no attachment to The Rock 

You are wise if…

· You put into practice the words of Jesus—not only do you recognize the value of attaching your life to The Rock, you do the hard work of digging to the bedrock so your house has a foundation fixed on The Rock! 

· You put grace-driven effort into making the structure of your house deep-expending high cost, inconvenience, energy, time, uncomfortable, unpopular, opposed, troubled

· You welcome examination, hard teaching, privately give to the needy, pray for what God already wants you to have, and fast every idol out of your life before it becomes a foundation fixture 

If you’re on The Rock, everything above will be fine; if you’re “anchored” to the sand, everything above only looks fine—it won’t hold up! 

If you’re found on The Rock, put the hard work into digging the foundation so your house will stand the coming storm…

Rain: common things like illness, jobless, family crisis, economic downturn, death of loved one, friendship crisis
Flood: cultural pressures to conform, choose unrighteous strategies, temptations

Wind: satanic buffeting of doubts, evil thoughts, sudden urges to rage, depressions, death (yours) 

