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The Danger of Reverse Evangelism

(Isaiah 1-3)
Recent events and the urging of my pastor teammates have led me to interrupt my sermon direction for today “Let’s Go Fishing.” 

What about the danger of becoming the fish? 

Four really obvious signs that you may be in the fishing pond →

1. Guaranteed security is your most important aim in life –your actions are demonstrating that you believe that security can be found in the powers of this world.

2. Human desires and goals are your ultimate reality. 

3. When it comes to taking care of you, being God seems more desirable than serving God. 

4. Becoming de-sensitized to how awful the pond is –how “in trouble” the surroundings have become. 

This wouldn’t be the first time –consequences(
EXILE

If the church doesn’t take radical action in reaching this culture, we have no chance of slowing the fast track of Canada into social ruin…Some suggest we live in the time described as pre or post Christian → I think it is worse → the pond we live in is post-pagan –the departure from a sense or awareness of a god or gods is beyond even pagan civilizations. 
See how the faithful city has become a prostitute! She once was full of justice; righteousness used to dwell in her—but now murderers! (Isaiah 1:21). 

Your rulers are rebels, partners with thieves; they all love bribes and chase after gifts. They do not defend the cause of the fatherless; the widow’s case does not come before them (Isaiah 1:23). 

The look on their faces testifies against them; they parade their sin like Sodom; they do not hide it. Woe to them! They have brought disaster upon themselves (Isaiah 3:9).

The ox knows its master, the donkey its owner’s manger, but Israel does not know, my people do not understand.” Woe to the sinful nation, a people whose guilt is great, a brood of evildoers, children given to corruption! They have forsaken the Lord; they have spurned the Holy One of Israel and turned their backs on him (Isaiah 1: 3, 4).
Even pagans try to bribe the favour of the gods—to prevent their wrath. But in the GTA, we host parades and fly flags to celebrate how angry we have made the Lord of creation! 

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness (Romans 1:18).

Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error. Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them (Romans 1:26-28,32).

Some of us are getting used to this pond and its ways—beginning to make decisions the same way as the pond dwellers. 

· Economics are more important than biblical ethics. 

· Money trumps morals. 

Rather than seeking the Kingdom of God and His righteousness for all the other things that need to be added (cf. Matt 6:33)—we are trusting in the power structures of this world to take care of us regardless of how corrupt and unrighteous they are. 

In corrupt governments we trust! 

I will make mere youths their officials; children will rule over them (Isaiah 3:4). 

Youths oppress my people, women rule over them. My people, your guides lead you astray; they turn you from the path (Isaiah 3:12).
· Guaranteed security is more important to you than any other righteous values?!
· Now human goals/desires—the “good life” is more important than the godly life.

When the rubber really hits the road, we don’t believe God will take care of His righteous ones?!

Tell the righteous it will be well with them, for they will enjoy the fruit of their deeds (Isaiah 3:10).

If we continue this course, God will keep taking away our supplies and support, our securities and all the things that He promised to add to those who seek Him first. 

See now, the Lord, the Lord Almighty, is about to take from Jerusalem and Judah both supply and support: all supplies of food and all supplies of water, the hero and the warrior, the judge and the prophet, the diviner and the elder, the captain of fifty and the man of rank, the counselor, skilled craftsman and clever enchanter (Isaiah 3:1-3).

Worshipping the creation over the Creator! 

The debts to finance our sinfulness and greed are going to bring internal anarchy to a once God-seeking nation. 

People will oppress each other—man against man, neighbor against neighbor. The young will rise up against the old, the nobody against the honored (Isaiah 3:5).
Why are God’s people acting like the sinful and insecure around us—why diving head first into their sin 

--copying their strategies for obtaining security 
--caught in the nets of unrighteousness when we are supposed to be rescuing the lost, wayward from the stagnant pond?
If we are to go fishing and not be fished upon: 

(the kind of loyalty expected when eating and drinking at the Lord’s table) 

How are you going to live and teach your children to decide in these unrighteous days? 

We won’t fish unless we know why it matters. In fact, we become fish. 

· Your most important aim in life is to be rightly related to Jesus Christ who alone is your security. 

        The powers and promises of this unrighteous world are no source of your security. 

righteous or worldly security

                   Taking his place—taking matters into your own hands; instead of trying to be God let Him look after you. 

                     Our needs are not primary --Desires/goals are not the ultimate reality for you—Christ is! 
· You must not have an every day physical world that is disconnected from your heavenly spiritual world.

                    Whether you eat or drink is to the glory of God. 

                          There is no faith/religion in one section of your life and secular in another. 

                              Every decision is first a God decision. 

· You must embrace the magnitude of the peril our Canada is in!

                     --parading how angry we’ve made God! Might as well empty the prisons and put them on floats and hold parades. 

                            While we get tolerant, the other side is exterminating Christian thought, values and principles from the land. 

                               TWU: because you reserve sex for marriage, you can’t be a lawyer. 

                                  Promoting ungodly values concerning sexuality as core curriculum in public schools has to be resisted. 
