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Fishing in the Religious Pond: 
Evangelizing the Church!
(John 3: 1-21)
Introduction: 

· In celebration of religious pluralism 

· The sophisticated and enlightened make room for variety 

But, Jesus is not an alternative religion.

“In Him was life” (John 1:4)

· Within the big tent called “Christian,” many “believe” in God by ritual and experience. 

“…and that life was the light of ‘people’…” 

The man Nicodemus came to Jesus by night…

“Jesus knew what was in a man” or not…

Signs versus Truth (John 3: 2, 3) 
· The barrier of religious presuppositions 

· The barrier of intellectual sophistication 

· The barrier of settled comfort 

Recognizing God isn’t the same as being related to God. 

Religion versus Regeneration (John 3: 3-8)

“All ‘good’ people go to heaven.” 

“You must be born again!” 

Not renovation, rehabilitation but a complete redo –irreparable damage through rebellion and sin. 

Key to the Kingdom of God (OT prediction –Ezek. 36: 25-27) –born of the Spirit. 

Know versus Believe (John 3: 9-18) 

“The serpent in the wilderness” (Num. 21). 

Knowledge of what to believe and experience is accessible –the problem is refusal to believe (John 3:12). 

Unless the human is united with God’s powerful Spirit, who “overwhelms, transforms and converts,” there is no salvation. This happens from our part through belief brought to life by the Holy Spirit. 

If you can believe, you will be saved! 

Dark versus Light (John 3: 19-21) 

Jesus, the Light, reveals the real from the lost. 

Your attractions and appetites reveal the reality of your heart. 

There are not multiple lights—Jesus makes the outrageous claim to exclusive religious Truth; 
Jesus is from heaven! 
