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The Promise of a Rejoicing Heart and the Cause of Caring to Evangelize 
(John 16: 22; 21: 9 – 12)
“Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy” (Jn. 16: 22). 
Two things in the way of caring about evangelism: 

· The matter of guilt 
· The matter of competing loves 

1. Have you faced the smell of your smoking charcoal pit? (Jn. 21: 9; cf. 18:18) 

Jesus doesn’t ruin people; he restores the ruined. 

Too many attempt to minister from their brokenness rather than from the gracious platform of their forgiveness. 

The grace of God reality is this: Christ hasn’t forgotten; he’s forgiven.

Guilt doesn’t motivate, it debilitates. The lost are guilty; the saved were, but are no more. 

2. Have you encountered the grace of loving God over competing interests? (Jn. 21: 15 – 17)

Christ, as your holy desire, is the only strategy for effective Christian life and witness. 

How do you deal with your competing dreams and your habit of hoping that duty will be enough to enable you to love Christ more than these? 

This love doesn’t come from a “free-will” choice but by God’s grace through the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5). 

Like everything else, we must become “utterly dependent on God for the awakening of love for God” (Piper). 

“Lord, I will only love you and care about you more than these if you, by your grace, make it so in my heart” (Augustine). 

“…by grace we are healed 

by grace we are stirred up

by grace we are helped” (Augustine). 

and…by grace the promise of a rejoicing heart in God alone will be the cause of caring to evangelize.

What’s missing in the wider church- in many of the people of God? 

The grace of God! 

· Embracing the grace of Jesus who builds us from brokenness through forgiveness to effectiveness for mission.

· A holy passion for Christ by His grace so that our service comes from a platform of joy and a rejoicing heart that experiences our desire for Christ outstripping all other competition. 
