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Our Values Lead Us to Loyalty or Betrayal 
(Matt. 26)
All humanity lives within reach of God’s saving work—depending on what we value most in life, we are either moved to loyalty or betrayal. 
There are three questions that will be strong indicators as to whether you get in on what God is doing or fight against it…

· What can I give? (26: 6-13) 

· What can I get? (26: 14-16, 36-67)

· What can I keep? (26: 31-35, 69-75)

1. The act of giving over all you have expresses your unqualified confidence in who Christ is (26: 6-13). 


Loyalty includes acts of worship that set Christ “above all other values.” 

2. The act of “handing over” (betrayal) Jesus reveals the inner truth that you are always only about what you can get for yourself (26: 14-16, 36-67). 


Relationship business is a sacrifice business. 


The betrayer is always on the hunt for a “better” deal. 

When the spiritual solution seems elusive or disappointing, careful you don’t get tempted to trade Jesus in for an immediate material alterative. 

“Increased position → increased responsibility → increased susceptibility to temptation → increased accountability” (Wilkins). 

3. The act of failing Jesus the King in the crunch is an indicator that you value personal control over loyalty to Christ (26: 31-35, 69-75).  

You will “fall away” if you fear the consequences of loyalty more than you trust the outcomes from Christ. 

If you try to keep your life, you will lose it (16:25) because you can’t keep it – only Christ can keep your life for you. 

The loyal battle the temptation to trust in themselves, keep personal control, and arrogantly advance their own agenda – this battle can only be won through prayer (26:41). 

Prayer teaches you to be receptive to God so you will be able to courageously live – absence makes the heart grown fainter. 
The discipline of spirit over flesh – “Spiritual disciplines of watching and praying enable the spiritual heart to direct all aspects of a person’s human nature so that the entire person is obedient to God’s will” (Wilkins. Cf. 5:20, 15: 17-19; Heb 5: 7-8). 
“In His will, is our peace…” (Dante, “Paradiso”)
