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The Hands and Feet of Loyalty 
(Matt. 25: 31-46)
The King will say… Take your inheritance, the Kingdom…

Since inheritance is not earned, what evidence should you look for in your life that entitles you to have certain hope of inheritance? 

Three ways loyalty is lived out in light of the now present and yet coming Kingdom…

1. The ruling and reigning of Jesus the King in the every day hearts of the redeemed in this “unexpected” form of the Kingdom (Matt. 4:17 – 23:39). 
“Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near” (Matt. 4:17). 

“Come follow me, and I will make you fishers of men” (Matt. 4:19). 

“Seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well 
(Matt. 6:33).

“I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven” (Matt. 16:19). 

“If anyone comes after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me” (Matt. 16:24). 

2. Since the end of human history will be sudden, live every day as if the King will call in His accounts this day (Matt. 24).  

When Jesus walked away from the temple for the last time, the centre of attention shifted to Christ and His inauguration of these last days (24:1-3). 

A sudden creation of human history will have a sudden end; it won’t be obscure (Matt. 24:27-44). 

“Therefore, keep watch because you do not know on what day your Lord will come” (Matt. 24:42). 

3. The faithful and wise, the true kingdom citizens will be prepared for the King (24:45-25:46). 

“So you also must be ready, because The Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect Him” (24:44). 

What does readiness live like? 

· Minding the matters of the King even when He doesn’t seem to be around, rather than living badly “behind His back” (24:45-51).

“If the master returns and finds that the servant has done a good job, there will be a reward” (Matt. 24:46).
· Living every day with vigilant fullness in Christ, rather than waiting to get serious about the Lord someday (25:1-13). 
“The wise however took oil in their jars along with their lamps” (Matt. 25:4).
· The ready are productive; valuing the gift of faith with faithfulness, unlike those who make nothing and go nowhere with their initial encounter (25:14-30). 
“The servant to whom he had entrusted the five bags of silver came forward with five more and said, ‘Master, you gave me five bags of silver to invest, and I have earned five more.’” (25:20). 

· Making your calling sure by making your life about caring for God’s people (25:31-46). 

“For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home. 36 I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me’” (25:35,36). 
Inheritance is not earned; it is granted to those who can prove they are legitimate members of the family. 

Of all the grand, visional accomplishments you may sacrifice over, acts of mercy are the big measurement to Jesus. 

What if you choose to bypass loyalty to Christ? 

“And he will cut the servant to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 24:51).
“Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, ‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!’ But he called back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’” (Matt. 25: 11-12). 

“To those who use well what they are given, even more will be given, and they will have an abundance. But from those who do nothing, even what little they have will be taken away. 30 Now throw this useless servant into outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth’” (Matt. 25:29-30)

“He will place the sheep at his right hand and the goats at his left” (Matt. 25:33)

“Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, ‘Away with you, you cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons” (Matt. 25:41)

“And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal life” (Matt. 25:46)
We are not judged by works but by evidences of genuine saving grace. It is impossible to be the real thing and not do the right things—your life backs up the truth of your confession.
“So, dear brothers and sisters, work hard to prove that you really are among those God has called and chosen. Do these things, and you will never fall away” (2 Peter 1:10). 

According to the King, there are two possible eternal outcomes—eternal punishment or eternal life (25:46). He decides who goes where (25:31,34,41). 

